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kONFERENZA NAZZJONALI – JUM INTERNAZZJONALI TAL PERSUNI D’DIZABILITA

Id-Decizjoni Tiegħi, Il-Futur Tiegħi
Golden Bay, December 5, 2014– During the recently attended conference, organized by KNPD (Kummissjoni Nazzjonali Persuni b’Dizabilita), FOLKES (Foundation for Lasting Knowledge Economy Strategies) was invited to promote the JoTraDi – Transfer of Innovation Project funded by the Lifelong Learning Programme. Through our presence at the high profile event we had the opportunity to discuss the project with key individuals from governmentally funded sectors and the process entailed to adapt our proposition – to train teachers and educators, in becoming better qualified to prepare those with disabilities for the working world. The opportunity, which has received great praise in Italy for its successes, attracted interest from attendees representing their own cause with the interest of integrating this system with their own staff.

The Lifelong Learning Project aims to provide a training course for teachers, educators and tutors through a specific pedagogical programme - qualified staff who will train educators on the processes of training those with a disability. This will provide those in need with better opportunities, equality and integration. Each trainee will be also responsible for a person with ASD or intellectual disabilities who is willing to experience a job placement.

The training will entail both theory and practice, spreading over the course of 4 months. As a result of this, educators will have the opportunity to become “Job Trainers for People with intellectual disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorders” inclusion in the open labour market in Europe.

“Through this project our goal is to strengthen the tools around those in need; in order to provide them with a better quality of life, and become better prepared to enter the working world. We are therefore asking interested education facilities to take initiative and qualify their staff.” – Maria Limongelli, FOLKES

The conference commenced with a speech given by the President of Malta, her Excellency Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca who reiterated on the importance of inclusion for the disabled and the opportunity to adapt within a working environment.


“It is in the country’s best interest to increase and strengthen the support we offer, across all sectors especially in the psychosocial field, and I remain convinced… that these are within the rights of those in need, to have the facilities they require to ensure their accessibility” – Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, the President of Malta


KNPD Chairman, Mr. Oliver Scicluna went on to thank her Excellency for her attendance, and opened up discussions with the attending panel and audience leading to a number of debates and suggestions on the effectivity and influence the current educational programmes provide for those in need.

The conference was led by Dr. Andrew Azzopardi.

Other guest speakers were present, all of which discussing the importance of integration and training of those with special needs. The speakers included:

· Prof. Arnold Cassola - Chairperson of the Alternattiva Demokratika

· Hon. Dr. Stephen Spiteri – Shadow Minister for employment and person with disabilities

· Hon. Dr. Justyne Caruana – Parliamentary Secretary for Rights of Persons with Disability and Active Aging

· Hon. Minster Dr. Michael Farrugia – Minster for the Family and Social Solidarity

The conference was capped off with comments by Mr. Oliver Scicluna and Mrs. Marthese Mugliette – The President of the Federation of Organisations for Persons with Disability.
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